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ADMISSIONS POLICY 

The Elizabeth Foundation was established in 1982 and is a registered charity which provides on a 
national basis, parent-centred services for young children with a hearing loss.  TEF facilitates early 
diagnosis for babies and pre-school children with hearing loss, and provides comprehensive 
educational and support services to them and their families. This enables the children to develop their 
listening and spoken language skills and gives parents the confidence and knowledge to make 
informed decisions on behalf of their child.    

MISSION STATEMENT 

At The Elizabeth Foundation we aim to:- 

• facilitate early identification of hearing loss from birth to five years.  
• provide an early intervention service for babies, toddlers and pre-school deaf children.  
• positively impact on the lives of children, parents and families.  
• allow attending children to experience a high quality responsive and positive, communicating, 

learning and interacting environment. 
• provide every child with opportunities for success. 
• encourage children to learn and succeed to the best of their ability. 
• emphasise and celebrate successful achievement. 
• assess and evaluate our provision and programmes to benefit our children’s learning. 
• develop services and provision to meet the varied needs of deaf children. 
• employ skilled, well-trained and qualified staff and continue their professional development. 
• devise individual educational, curriculum and family support plans. 
• provide a happy, sensitive and secure learning environment for all our children. 
• deliver a well-taught and comprehensive curriculum following the guidelines as established by the 

EYFS. 
• create opportunities for pupils to learn and develop understanding, independence and responsible 

citizenship to the best of their ability. 
• manage our funding and financial resources effectively so as to benefit our children. 
• ensure that every child at The Elizabeth Foundation will experience safety, a sense of belonging 

and a feeling of being valued, and that from this foundation, growth and change will take place 
that enables them to better understand and manage their thoughts, feelings and behaviours, grow 
in confidence and develop the skills necessary to enhance their quality of life and safely manage 
future relationships. 



 

• offer parents support and education.  
• maintain The Elizabeth Foundation's leading position in the education of pre-school deaf children.  

 
Admissions Criteria 
 
This policy refers to children who are deaf or hard of hearing, and require either hearing aids, cochlear 
implant or both, to access spoken language.  Most children will have a sensorineural hearing loss, but 
there might be an occasion, where under special circumstances a child with a conductive hearing loss 
(temporary deafness) would be offered a place within the core provision.  
 
If the deaf child is one of a twin, or part of a multiple birth, where one or more children is hearing, 
parents are offered a placement for the hearing sibling (s) in the baby nursery if this is possible.  
 
We also offer a Listening Support Group for children with conductive hearing loss and/or unilateral 
hearing loss, children with Down syndrome and children with severe/complex needs.  We accept 
parent-referral for this programme. 
 
The Elizabeth Foundation has a non-catchment-area-governed admissions policy, which means that 
children may attend The Elizabeth Foundation regardless of their home address. Parents must, 
however, arrange their own transport and either deliver and collect their child for each session or 
make appropriate arrangements for this to be done. 
 
The Elizabeth Foundation conforms to the guidelines for Health and Safety requirements regarding 
adult to child ratio. 
 
Every effort is made to accommodate families wishing to attend The Elizabeth Foundation. 
 
Procedures 
 
Parents are made aware of The Elizabeth Foundation’s existence from many sources, but in particular 
from our work in partnership with the Audiology Department at the Portsmouth Hospital Trust. 
Parents are requested to initially visit The Elizabeth Foundation together with their child prior to 
admission and are then asked to complete an admissions form. 
 
The Elizabeth Foundation caters for three distinct age groups within three separate nurseries.  
 

1. Baby Nursery: 0-approximately 18 months – Parents/carers will remain with their child for 
the entire session, participating in each activity with their child. The number of babies 
attending this nursery is dependent upon demand and staff is deployed accordingly. During 
their involvement in this programme, all personal care, that is, nappy changing, feeding etc 
is the sole responsibility of the parent or carer. This is a parent/infant programme and at no 
time is a baby left with a member of The Elizabeth Foundation staff.  Separate information 
providing specific details of the programme is available on request. Sessions will usually last 



 

for approximately two hours, although parents/carers of very tiny babies, can arrive, and 
leave the session at their convenience. 

 
2. Toddler Nursery: from approximately 18 months - 2½ years - Parents/carers will remain 

with their child for the entire session, participating in each activity with their child. During 
their involvement in this programme, all personal care, that is, nappy changing, feeding etc 
is the sole responsibility of the parent or carer. This is a parent/toddler programme and at 
no time is a child left with a member of The Elizabeth Foundation staff.  Separate 
information providing specific details of the programme is available on request. Each 
session runs from 10.00 am to approximately 12.30pm and there is a maximum of six 
children in each session.   

 
3. Pre-School Nursery: from approximately 2½ years to statutory school age – Parents/carers 

leave their child for the duration of the nursery day but are very welcome to remain and 
observe lessons from the observation room. The duration of each session is from 9.30 am – 
2.30 pm., inclusive of a break for lunch, which is provided by the parents. Numbers are 
again dependent upon demand and staff is deployed accordingly.  There will be a maximum 
of 8 children in each pre-school session. 

 
Sessions 
 
Please note that the numbers of sessions offered to each family is dependent on the availability of 
space within a particular group and on a child’s individual needs. 
 
Dual Placement 
 
The Elizabeth Foundation works collaboratively with other nurseries and/or pre-schools to facilitate 
the meeting of child’s individual needs, that is, a child may attend sessions at The Elizabeth Foundation 
as well as another nursery. 
 
Finance 
 
The Elizabeth Foundation is a registered charity and is very proud that all of the services offered, 
remain free of charge to parents of children in the baby group. The parents of children who attend the 
toddler and pre-school nursery sessions are requested to offer a session contribution to help offset 
costs, which is set at a very minimal cost. 
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